
The Color of Water Final Project 
Mrs. Kingsbury & Mrs. Tietz 

English 11 

 
In James McBride’s memoir, The Color of Water, we learn a lot about his childhood and 

how it affected his adult experiences. We also learn about his mother Ruth’s life, from 

early childhood to how she raised her children. Family and identity are major themes in 

the memoir. We have also studied major events that shaped how these people have 

developed. For your final project you have the following options, please choose one.   

 

1. Create a family tree for ALL of the members of Ruth and James’ family. Next to 

each family member, identify their role in the story, their successes’, and main 

characteristic traits associated to that character.  

 

2. Create a timeline for both James and his mother Ruth that shows some of the 

major events in their lives and their significance. Your timeline needs to include 

at least 15 major events. Each event should be explained in detail about how those 

events have impacted particular characters.  

 

3. Create a collage depicting James’ inner struggle to find out who he is. You may 

use printed pictures or magazine cut outs. You can also incorporate quotes to 

support James’ character throughout the memoir.  

 

4. Write a letter from Ruth to Mameh after she married Dennis McBride. Then, 

write a letter from Mameh to Ruth. Each letter should be at least one page typed, 

so you need two pages typed total. Font should be Times New Roman, size 12, 

and double spaced.   

 

5. Write a two page paper analyzing the role of men in Ruth’s life. How did they 

impact her? How did they impact her children? The men to be discussed are: 

Fishel Shilsky, Dennis McBride, Peter, and Hunter McBride. Font should be 

Times New Roman, size 12, and double spaced.   

 

6. Create a poster depicting life in Harlem during the late 1930’s-40’s. During this 

time, Ruth realizes that Harlem can be a dangerous place to live. Thankfully, 

Dennis reminds her of her self-worth. Your poster should depict what life was like 

during this time period.  

 

This is an individual assessment. You will be given two days to work on this project 

during school. If you are handwriting the timeline or the family tree, please make sure 

that it is neat, legible, and creatively done.  

 

Due Date: _______________________________________________________________ 


